St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church
405 Emma
Chenoa, Il  61726

June 29, 2022




At the end of June a momentous ruling was handed down by the Supreme Court, overturning Roe v Wade. The sanctity of life from its very earliest moments until its final breath has long been central not just to the Lutheran church, but Christianity as a whole. In response to this ruling, synodical president Rev. Matthew Harrison issued a statement. His words are as follows:
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Today is a monumental day, a day on which we simultaneously rejoice, pray, give thanks, lament, repent and weep. The Supreme Court reversed Roe v. Wade and returned the responsibility for protecting life to the states. “Held: The Constitution does not confer a right to abortion; Roe and Casey are overruled; and the authority to regulate abortion is returned to the people and their elected representatives” (SCOTUS, Dobbs v. Jackson, 1).

“[The Lord] has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate” (Luke 1:52).

Today is also the Church’s feast day, the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ. These two events are a happy convergence.

Today we celebrate the birth of the one who, before he was born, leaped in joyful Spirit-inspired confession when his mother met the mother of his unborn Lord. Today we take comfort in our Lord’s unborn forerunner and in the unborn Savior. We also rejoice at the resounding victory for life in the United States. Many of us long doubted it would ever come. The Lord has had mercy upon us, even us, sinners all, even in these times.

Today we continue to speak out against the evil of abortion, which many will continue to practice and advocate in states bent on death. Many who have been misled by the father of lies and the culture of death greet this day with weeping and gnashing of teeth. Today we continue to sing that the Lord “has visited and redeemed his people” (Luke 1:68).

Today we pray for unborn children who remain unprotected in many states. Today, in many places, the abortion industry continues to kill unborn children and welcomes those from states where such killing is illegal. Today we take comfort that by the Lord’s hand “we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us” (Luke 1:71).

Today we repent of our own lack of love for the least, the last and the lost, for mothers in need and families facing crises. Today we celebrate God’s gift of the one He sent to “go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins” (Luke 1:76–77).

Today we recommit to love all, unborn and born. Today we receive the sunrise from on high, “to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death” (Luke 1:79).

Today we proclaim: Repent and believe the Good News that Jesus Christ, conceived by the Spirit, formed in the womb and born of the virgin Mary, died and rose for sinners. That includes all of us. Today we give thanks for John who preached repentance and pointed to the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29).
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Description automatically generated]Today we lovingly invite all to listen to Jesus’ call, “repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). If you have caused an abortion, the taking of life, there is forgiveness in Jesus! Don’t be hardened in sin or advocate for more sins. Today you have hope in the One whose way John the Baptist prepared. Jesus is for sinners. Come join the rest of us forgiven sinners! Jesus is for you! You need not have a bad conscience! Repent and believe the Good News of God’s love for you in Jesus.

Today we lament that the U.S. Supreme Court continues to deny the unborn the legally recognized right to life. Even though Roe v. Wade has fallen, states can still allow the killing of unborn children. Today we pray that more unborn will leap for joy in the womb, as St. John did.

Today, even as we rejoice, we weep that U.S. policy continues to promote abortion globally. Today we bend our knees in prayer.

O Lord, “let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24). The Lord preceded His Son, our Savior, with a forerunner. We pray that today’s decision points ahead to the day when every state advances the cause of life and expands protections for unborn children.

Lord have mercy upon us.





NEEDING OUR PRAYERS

Shirley Beitz
Judy Bertsche [fell and broke her elbow]
Alma Brucker
Ethel Gentes [wife of Bob Gentes, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer]
Stacie Hensley

Dr.Jim May [cousin of Pat Wahls]
Carla Nobis [at Good Samaritan Home]
Dick Rhoda [recently had back surgery]
Jalene Woolford [grade school student at St. Mary’s, Pontiac]
Helene and Mark Zeug [friends of Roger & Pat Wahls]


Please notify Joy if anyone could be removed from the Prayer List.


ST. PAUL DISCIPLESHIP

Date                                       Attnd               Offering          Mission

06-05		73	3673.00	      20.00	         
06-12		46                 2564.68
06-19                     	61               	2715.00           
06-26		56                 2909.00
Ladies Restroom 		    50.00
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This Sunday, July 3rd, plan to arrive ten minutes before service.  We will be singing patriotic selections from the St. Paul Songbook.   
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The Schuler family wishes to thank all those who helped wish Dwight a Happy Birthday.  He had a good celebration indeed.



T
he family of Elaine Rhoda would like to extend our sincere appreciation and thanks to everyone that helped in any way with the visitation/funeral, sent flowers, brought food, helped in the kitchen, cleaned the church and gave us a hug when we needed it.  God bless you. 

       Fred, Diane, Angie, Mike, Sarah, Hadley, Haven, Hazel and Bob 
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